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New Town Kolkata being a Solar City as well as a Smart City
aims to reduce consumption of traditional energy and strives to
attain sustainable means of energy generation and
consumption along with focus on renewables. The city is
committed to having at least 10% of its power from solar
energy, especially for public areas, street lighting and
community lighting.

In line with its commitment, New Town has installed 2 sets of
solar panels on the banks of the Link Canal flowing through the
city, along with 136 solar powered LED lights, which dot the
pathway running along the Link Canal, thus turning the
otherwise inactive stretch into an active solar zone.

A  part of the Link Canal stretch with solar panels and solar powered LED light posts 



Each LED light post consists of a 36
metre long decorative FRP cylindrical
pole, with a 50 millimetre diameter
holding an LED lantern type light of
30 to 40 Watt and 120 270 V on the
top, and an FRP coated aluminium
arm of 500 milimetre net span.

Solar powered LED lights 
dotting the Link Canal stretch

This entire network of completely
solar power based LED lights, without
any dependence on the electric power
grid, makes for an excellent eco-
friendly option to illuminate public
spaces in a smart township. This
initiative, therefore, is smart
testimony to New Town’s commitment
to energy efficiency, use of renewable
energy and increasing the sense of
safety and security for citizens.

A closer look at one of the sets of solar panels on Link Canal bank



Bijon Mandal (25), Employed 
at a nearby shopping mall

In citizens’ opinion…

“It is important to save natural resources. We hear so
much about climate change. So, using solar power is a
great way to conserve traditional energy sources. So,
lighting this path along Link Canal with solar powered LED
lights is an excellent initiative, like the other solar power
generation initiatives in New Town. Also, with the LED
lights here, it is of great help to us, in case we have to
venture out at night for any emergency. It is also safe for
women to use this pathway after sunset now. Without
these, the area would be all dark. The best part is that it
is solar energy dependent and hence environment
friendly, which we as New Town residents are proud of. It
is very convenient for us now.”

“Installation of solar LED lights along Link Canal has
made it extremely convenient and safe for us to use the
pathway along the canal after sunset. We have a tea stall
nearby, which is run by my husband and my son.
Nowadays, since the LED lights came, they’ve been
availing this path along the canal for going to work and
coming back home as it is much shorter and well-lit and
safe after sunset. Previously, when there was no LED
lighting, they would have to take a longer way home, to
avoid the dark pathway along the canal. So, I am very
happy that they can come home faster and safely,
availing the well-lit short-cut.

Alo Rani Talukdar (50), 
Homemaker

Subhadip Roy (27), Garage 
Owner

“These LED lights are of immense help for us pedestrians
who have to take use the pathway along the canal for
commuting after sunset. These lights are completely solar
energy based and draw no power from the electric power
grid, which means we save conventional power sources.
So, these solar power panels, along with the LED lighting
not only make life convenient for citizens, but also takes
care of the environment. The city authorities have also
put vigilance to ensure these lights function properly.
Moreover, the lamp posts look great, and the park
benches along the way let people sit for a while for
enjoying the view or simply for resting. So, it’s a great
initiative, which we appreciate a lot.”
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