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Second Handlebar Survey carried out

Few snippets from the second handlebar survey carried out by the survey team from NKGSCCL

Following the first Handlebar Survey undertaken in August 2020, a
second Handlebar Survey was carried out by a survey team
comprising representatives of NKGSCCL, on 5th October 2020.

For this survey, the survey team traversed a long route covering a
large part of the Action I, starting from New Town Business Club, and
moving through the roads connecting the Clock Tower, Central Mall,
APJ Abdul Kalam Government College, Swapno Bhore park, New
Town Mela Ground, up to Snehodiya.

The survey was conducted
entirely on the newly introduced
PBS bicycles, for one of the key
aims of the survey was to check
functioning of the PBS bicycles.
Besides, through the survey, a
few new findings on barriers
and bottlenecks to free cycling
movements were made, along
with identification of a road
stretch which could be used for
open street events.

During the survey, many citizens came forward and enquired the
team about the new PBS, especially regarding how to use it and
where to download the app from, strongly underlining the citizens’
keenness to embrace the new PBS system.



Inauguration of New Town’s first Smart Cycle Stand

New Town on 12th October 2020, unveiled its first Smart Cycle Stand
close to the pedestrian subway near Animikha Housing. Inaugurated
by Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis
Sen, the cycle stand has smart features such as 24X7 CCTV
surveillance, LED displays for public messaging, and mobile charging
points. The smart cycle stand comes as a great boost to New Town’s
constant endeavour to promote green transport and enhancing its
cycling-friendly infrastructure.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the audience at the 
inauguration

Hon’ble Chairman with the officials of New Town 
city authorities

Hon’ble Chairman releasing balloons to marking 
the opening of the Smart Cycle Stand

The Smart Cycle Stand



New Town’s 6-day Cycling Festival

In a unique endeavour which is first of its kind in and around
Kolkata, New Town celebrated cycling through a 6-day grand carnival
from 15th to 20th October 2020. The festival was inaugurated by
Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen,
on 15th October 2020 at Eco Park. Among the guests at the event
was the Sabhapati of Ghuni.

Hon’ble Chairman lighting the lamp to inaugurate the 6-day Cycling Festival of New Town

Day 1 – 15th October 2020

The opening day had a series of events, of which one of the main
attractions was a slow cycling race by Kanyashree and Sabuj Sathi
recipients from the neighbouring villages of New Town, followed by a
training on safe cycling for the participants by the Traffic Police
Department, and a free cycle health check-up camp for the
participants. These events involving cyclists from the neighbouring
villages were meant to take New Town’s cycling ecosystem a step
ahead and create awareness around cycling as a safe means of green
transport and promote the same in the adjoining villages as well.

Lifting the mood of the event further, there was refreshing live folk
music, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all, as the city geared up for
the following days of the fest.



Few snippets from the opening day of the Cycling Festival



Day 2 – 16th October 2020

The second day of the carnival, on 16th October 2020, was all about
learning new things about safe cycling. Post the welcome address by
Hon’ble Chairman, there was a presentation on safe cycling for all,
followed a free cycle health check-up camp for all.

Few snippets from Day 2 of New Town’s Cycling Festival

The training session and
cycle health-check up camp
on Day 2 were held at two
venues for the convenience
of people. The first venue
was Eco Park, Gate 1, while
the other was at Unbox
Park, near Biswa Bangla
Gate at the heart of New
Town. Both the things
evoked a lot of interest from
young and old alike.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the audience on Day 2



Day 3 – 17th October 2020

Day 3 of New Town’s cycling fest, was dedicated to the children of
New Town, with the main attraction being a kids’ cycling competition.

Few snippets from Day 3 of New Town’s Cycling Festival

Flagged off by Hon’ble Chairman,
the race had a good participation
by children below 12 years, who
cycled their way up to the Unbox
Park near Biswa Bangla Gate,
displaying excellent cycling skills
as well as enthusiasm.

The third day was concluded with medals given to the top 3
champions. Additionally, certificates of participation were given out
to all the participants.

Hon’ble Chairman encouraging the little cyclists before 
the race.



Day 4 – 18th October 2020

The fourth day of the Cycling carnival had lively cyclothon being
organized in association with renowned German automobile
manufacturer, Audi. The event started with a welcome address by
Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen. Also,
present at the event were representatives from Audi and the
Commissioner of Bidhannagar Police.

The Cyclothon begins with a gusto

The Cyclothon, flagged off by Hon’ble Chairman, started on a super-
energetic note as the cyclists started their ride from the Biswa Bangla
Gate. The route covered about a ten kilometer distance, starting
from Biswa Bangal Gate to Eco Park, to Balaka via Biswa Bangla
Gate, and then up to Novotel. Post completion of the cyclothon, the
winners were felicitated, which was followed by a breakfast organized
by Audi for all the participants at Novotel.



Few snippets from Day 4 of the Cycling Festival



Day 5 – 19th October 2020

Day 5 of the cycling
festival had an
innovative and
interesting “Treasure
Hunt on Cycle” activity
held at Eco Park’s Eiffel
Tower area. The event
started with a welcome
note by Hon’ble
Chairman, Mr Debashis
Sen, who declared the
Treasure Hunt open.

Hon’ble Chairman delivering his welcome speech

The treasure hunt witnessed
excited participants racing on
their cycles throughout the
length and breadth of the
venue, unravelling the clues
to get to the ‘treasure’. The 3
finalists who could make it to
the treasure in the shortest
time were awarded the 1st,
2nd and 3rd prizes based on
their timings.

The participants ready for the treasure hunt

Prize distribution to the winners



Day 6 – 20th October 2020

The last day of the gala New Town Cycling Festival too has a series of
events organized at Eco Urban Village, before wrapping up the
carnival. Beginning with an energetic Zumba session for a fun warm
up, the last day had men’s as well as women’s cycling races, in which
the participants cycled from Eco Urban Village up to Owl More and
back to Eco Urban Village. Both the races were flagged off by Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen. The
youngest participant at the race was a 5-year old girl who cycled the
entire stretch, competing with the others!

Eco-Urban village decked up to host the last day of New Town’s Cycling Festival

Post completion of the races, the 3 champions from each category
were given medals, while all the participants received certificates of
participation.

The programme ended with a note of thanks by Hon’ble Chairman,
marking the conclusion of the 6-day cycling carnival of New Town.
Thereafter, the national anthem was sung in unison by all present,
which was followed by a foot-tapping Dhaak recital by a group of
Dhaakis clad in green and yellow, ushering in the festive spirit of
Bengal’s biggest festival, Durga Puja,



Few snippets from the closing day of the Cycling Festival






