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Re-introduction of Public Bicycle Sharing system

NKDA ties up with Chartered Bike Private 
Limited for public bicycle sharing

In one of its recent cycle-friendly
endeavours, New Town is all set to re-
introduce public bicycle sharing within the
township. The last time public bicycle
sharing was introduced in New Town in
December 2017, when New Town Kolkata
Development Authority (NKDA) had tied-up
with Zoomcar to operate app-based cycle
sharing service in the city. The concept of
public bicycle sharing proved to be quite
popular with the citizens. Thus, considering
this popularity, New Town decides re-
introducing public bicycle sharing in the
form of a smart app-based public bicycle
and e-bicycle sharing system.

As part of this initiative, NKDA has
tied up with a Chartered Bike
Private Limited, to operate the
city’s new public bicycle sharing
system. An agreement was signed
between NKDA and Chartered Bike
on 2nd September 2020.

Under this, New Town will have a
total of 100 app-based manual-
driven bicycle and 400 app-based
e-cycles available at 21 docking
stations across the city. The e-
bicycles, requiring less effort and
ensuring a pleasant riding
experience, are an interesting
addition to New Town’s cycling
interventions and a strong
reinforcement of the township’s
commitment to both e-mobility as
well as Covid-mitigating measures.



Cycling Under Lights

A few snippets from the Cycling Under Lights flag-off event held on 8th September 2020

As part of its cycling initiatives,
New Town has introduced a
‘Cycling Under Lights’ initiative,
in collaboration with a New Town
based NGO. This is an interesting
cycling endeavour, in which the
cycle enthusiasts would cycle in a
group after sunset, and the enjoy
the ride under street lights. The
initiative was flagged off on 8th

September 2020 by Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen at
Unbox Park near Biswa Bangla
Gate. Under this, cycle rides are
organized every evening by the
NGO.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the cycling 
enthusiasts at the flag-off event 



Inauguration of graded cycle track in front of Pride Hotel

The cycle track in front of Pride Hotel, along with cycle crossing

Enhancing New Town’s cycle-friendly infrastructure, 2.8km of graded
cycle track, has been added to the city’s count of cycle tracks. This
track, along with barrier-free pedestrian walkway, runs along the
service road of MAR 1111 from 1st to 3rd rotary in front of Pride Hotel,
near Clock Tower.

The cycle track being opened by flying balloons

The track was opened on 10th

September 2020 by Hon’ble
Chairman, Mr Debashis Sen, at
a formal inauguration
ceremony. The ceremony was
conducted by flying blue and
white balloons, marking the
formal opening of the cycle
track.

A few snippets from the cycle track opening event in front of Pride Hotel on 10th September 2020



Meeting of the Core Stakeholder Group for Cycling on 15.09.2020

Snippets from the Core Stakeholder Group’s meeting with HIDCO Chief Engineer 

New Town’s Core Stakeholder Group for Cycling conducted a meeting
on 15th September 2020 with Chief Engineer, HIDCO, to discuss the
roadmap for a cycle awareness programme in rural area (Ghuni).



Hon’ble Chairman addressing the participants at the World Car Free Day event

Encouraging citizens to adopt eco friendly transport alternatives, New
Town celebrated World Car Free Day on 22nd September 2020 at the
township’s Smart Street in front of New Town Mela Ground. The
event was inaugurated by Hon’ble Chairman, who encouraged the
New Town citizens to come forward in environmental causes and
support initiatives like this to add to New Town’s vibrancy as a green
smart city.

World Car Free Day Celebrations

As part of the celebrations, the entire stretch of the Smart Street
was declared out of bound for motorized vehicles for an hour (from
8AM to 9AM) on the day of the event. Instead, the stretch was used
to showcase performances like slow cycling, skating, painting, yoga,
and musical performances by the participating citizens.

The event was a huge success, with over 30 enthusiastic people
participating in the fun-filled carnival and enjoying themselves to the
fullest. It was finally wrapped up with distribution of certificates of
participation to all the participants.



Few snippets from the World Car Free Day celebrations



Snippets from the Cycle Awareness event at Ghuni Market

Taking the cycling initiatives of New Town a step ahead, a cycle
awareness programme was organized at Ghuni Market on 27th

September 2020, especially to create awareness about the benefits
of cycling and encourage people living on the outskirts of New Town
to make use of the cycling infrastructure by resorting to cycling as an
easy and convenient way of commute, which is also eco-friendly.

Cycle Awareness Event at Ghuni Market

The event was graced
by Hon’ble Chairman,
HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis
Sen, along with HIDCO,
NKDA, and NKGSCCL
officials. Hon’ble
Chairman in his speech,
inspired the rural people
to cycle more and
explained its benefits.

As part of the event, a
slow cycling race was
also organized at the
venue.Hon’ble Chairman at the event



Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge addressing the audience at the event

New Town’s new public bicycle sharing (PBS) system was launched
on 29th September 2020 by Janab Firhad Hakim, Hon’ble Minister-in-
Charge, Urban Development & Municipal Affairs Department,
Government of West Bengal at an event held at Unbox Park near
Biswa Bangla Gate in New Town, in the presence of Chairman,
HIDCO, NKDA, NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen, Commissioner of Police,
Bidhannagar, and other important officials of HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL.

Launch of Public Bicycle Sharing System by Hon’ble Minister-
in-Charge

In addition to PBS, an audio-visual on New Town’s recent Green
Cities - Platinum Rating recognition by the Indian Green Building
Council (IGBC) was released by the Hon’ble Minister at the event,
along with the release of an Information Booklet on Snehodiya.
Besides, a notice for the Ranking of Blocks and Housings in New
Town was unveiled as well as the programme.



Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, 
addressing the audience

Few more snippets from the PBS launch event

Commissioner of Police, Bidhannnagar
addressing the audience

Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL riding 
an app-based bicycle

Hon’ble Minister-in-Charge launching the PBS 
by riding an app-based bicycle

Demonstration of the app-based cycle is being 
given by the operator



Banners for IEC on India Cycles 4 Change Challenge put up at various places in New Town

Posters on India Cycles 4 Change Challenge have been put up at
several prominent locations across New Town for information,
education, and communication on India Cycles for Change Challenge,
as well as for encouraging the citizens to take up cycling more and
more as a means of short distance commute.

IEC through banners for India Cycles 4 Change Challenge



Media Coverage of the Cycling Initiatives in 
September 2020






