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RE-GREENING NEW TOWN POST AMPHAN
West Bengal faced one of the fiercest super cyclones in decades, Amphan on
20th May 2020. The storm left a trail of massive destruction, wrecking havoc
on nature, life, and livelihood in Kolkata and its satellite towns such as Salt
Lake and New Town.
The extent of greenery ravaged by Amphan has been a strong reminder of the
importance of greenery in urban space. Reinforcing this significance, New
Town city authorities have launched a greening initiative in New Town, with
an aim of planting 10,000 trees on vacant plots all over New Town throughout
the month of July and August 2020. The initiative, “Re-greening New Town
post Amphan”, which was officially launched on 4th July 2020, with an
elaborate plantation ceremony, echoes the city’s inherent commitment to
nature and environment.
Apart from being a greening initiative, it is also envisaged to act as an effective
weed and dengue control measure, as it will stop unused plots from being the
breeding ground of mosquitos and weeds.

Inaugural Event on 4th July 2020
Being the launching day of the initiative, on 4th July 2020, an elaborate
plantation ceremony was organized, with plantation being done at plot DG-7
opposite Ohio Hospital, at the green verges in BE, BD, DB, and DF blocks, and
at WBIDFC plot in AJ Block.
The inaugural event was organized at
plot DG-7. The event was flagged off by
Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, Mr Debashis
Sen, along with chief guest, Ms Mitali
Rakhit, vice-chairperson of Ohio
Hospital, Mr Raju Das, Chief
Conservator of Forests, conservation
and extension, forest department. It
was also attended by members of nongovernmental organizations working
for environmental causes.

Hon’ble Chairman inaugurating the event
with chief guest

Hon’ble Chairman planted a guava tree in the plot along with Ms Rakhit, and
Ms Das.

Hon’ble Chairman planting a guava tree, along with chief guest and Chief Conservator of Forest

The guests present at the inaugural function were gifted potted plants, as a
token of appreciation

Hon’ble Chairman gifting potted plants to the guests

Designer masks with a logo of the event
were distributed to all who attended the
event, to create more awareness about the
safety precautions required to take in order
to mitigate the risk of Covid 19 pandemic
The designer masks distributed at
the event

A dedicated Facebook page for the greening initiative of New Town, named
“Greening New Town” has also been created to post updates related to the
initiative.
The page was officially launched at the
event by Hon’ble Chairman, along with
the chief guest, Ms Mitali Rakhit, vicechairperson of Ohio Hospital and Mr
Raju Das, Chief Conservator of Forests.

Facebook page being launched by Hon’ble
Chairman

It was also announced that any
individual planting a tree on his land
in New Town would receive an e-token
as certification by New Town
authorities in block chain, which will
make it immutable and non-replicable.

The greening initiative especially emphasizes planting indigenous trees such
as palm, guava, blackberry, batabi lebu, pomegranate, mango, beetel nut, and
coconut, as they would be most suitable for transplanting elsewhere whenever
the owner of the plot wishes to start construction on it. Plot DG-7 has been
planted with 417 trees.

Other Plantation Events on 4th July 2020
As mentioned earlier, apart from
DG-7,
plantation
drive
was
undertaken at 5 more locations
within New Town – the green verges
in BE, BD, DB, and DF blocks, and
at WBIDFC plot in AJ Block on 4th
July 2020. A total of 1050 trees have
been planted at these locations.

Snippets of the plantation events in 5 other plots on 4th July 2020

Plantation Event on 12th July 2020
The second phase of the greening initiative in New Town took place on 12th
July 2020 by the HIDCO, in collaboration with the Kolkata Operations of HDFC
Bank, at plot number IIE/42/3. The 1 acre plot close to the Bengal Silicon
Valley site, was identified by the HIDCO authorities, while the trees were
arranged by HDFC Bank.
The event was inaugurated by HIDCO Chairman, Mr Debashis Sen, along with
the Head of Kolkata Operations of HDFC Bank by planting a tree. Thereafter,
a total of 180 trees have been planted at the site.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the audience

Hon’ble Chairman being felicitated by HDFC
Bank officials

Hon’ble Chairman planting a tree at the plantation site, along with HDFC Bank officials

Plantation Events on 14th July 2020
Commemorating Van Mahotsav, New Town city authorities felicitated 4 Covid
survivors by making them plant a sapling on 14th July 2020, as part of New
Town’s ‘Re-greening New Town post Amphan’ initiative.
The plantation drive was undertaken at two plots CBD-82 and AH/2/2, where
a total of 184 trees have been planted. The 4 Covid survivors – Mrs Manashi
Bhakta, Ms Jessica Bhagat, Dr Joydeb Ray, and Mr Subhajit Sarkar –
represented hundreds of Covid victims who have struggled and braved their
way to recovery. They shared their experiences at the event, and planted a
sapling, along with HIDCO Chairman, Mr Debashis Sen.
The event, apart from reinforcing the commitment to environment, also aimed
at highlighting the importance of de-stigmatizing Covid survivors.

Hon’ble Chairman planting a sapling at plot CBD-82

Hon’ble Chairman, along with the 4 Covid
survivors

A sapling being planted by the 4 Covid
survivors

Plantation Event on 22nd July 2020
Another plantation event was
organized by the New Town city
authorities on 22nd July 2020 at plot
number DJ/4/8, which belongs to
the Women & Child Development
and Social Welfare Department,
Government of West Bengal. The
event
was
graced
by
the
department’s
secretary,
Ms
Sanghamitra Ghosh, IAS, as chief
guest. Ms Ghosh planted a sapling at
the site, along with Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen. A total
of 85 trees have been planted on the
plot.
The event being inaugurated by Hon’ble
Chairman, and Secretary of Women & Child
Development and Social Welfare
Department, Government of West Bengal

Sapling being planted by Hon’ble Chairman, and Secretary of Women & Child Development and
Social Welfare Department, Government of West Bengal

“Rakshabandhan : Bonding with Trees” on 3rd August 2020
On the auspicious occasion of Rakshabandhan, in a unique endeavour, New
Town city authorities celebrated Rakshabandhan by ‘Bonding With Trees’ at
New Town’s Neem Banani Park. The event witnessed an innovative effort, in
which Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, along with the officials
of the New Town city authorities, tied rakhis around the branches of neem
trees, symbolizing humans’ eternal bond with nature. It was also a
representation of New Town’s strong commitment to safeguarding the
interests of nature and environment.

Hon’ble Chairman tying a rakhi around a branch of
a neem tree at Neem Banani

The message on the rachis tied around
tree brances

The officials of New Town city authorities “Bonding with Trees”, along with Hon’ble Chairman,
marking the occasion of Rakshabandhan

Plantation Event on 7th August 2020
Supporting New Town’s greening initiative, the plantation event on 7th
August was organized New Town city authorities, in collaboration with the
Pollution Control Board (PCB), Government of West Bengal, on the green
verge abutting Street 321 opposite Chittaranjan Cancer Institute, New Town.
The event was graced by PCB
Chairman, Dr Kalyan Rudra, along with
HIDCO Chairman, Mr Debashis Sen, who
planted 1 guava tree each. The entire
plot will be planted with guava trees. In
addition, PCB has plans to plant more
trees in Action Areas II and III. A total
of 4000 trees are planned to be planted
by PCB in New Town.

HIDCO Chairman Mr Debashis Sen
addressing the attendees

HIDCO Chairman felicitating PCB Chairman
with a potted plant in line with the greening
initiative

Mr Debashis Sen and Dr Rudra inaugurating
the event

PCB Chairman planting a sapling

HIDCO Chairman planting a sapling

Independence Day Plantation Event on 15th August 2020
On the occasion of Independence Day, yet another plantation event was
organized by the New Town city authorities at Street No. 781, near Akankha
More, pledging to plant more trees to reclaim freedom from pollution and
pandemic. A total of 250 trees (kathchapa and foxtail palm) are going to be
planted on this plot.

Moments captured from the Independence Day Plantation Event near Akankha More

Roadside plantation on 19th August 2020
On 19th August 2020, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, as part of their
collaborative greening initiative with New Town city authorities, carried out
road side plantation near street no 374( Arterial road North- South) abutting
the Fintech Hub in New Town.

Roadside plantation in New Town by West Bengal Pollution Control Board

MEDIA COVERAGE OF THE INITIATIVE

Visit ‘Greening New Town’ Facebook page
for more updates
https://www.facebook.com/GreeningNewTown/

