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MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS AND INITIATIVES

NEW TOWN KOLKATA

New Town Smart Library ties up with British Council
New Town Smart Library has tied up with the British Council, to become an
enriched Resource Centre with an enhanced collection of books. The Resource
Centre was launched on 1st October 2020 at the Smart Library housed in New
Town’s Nazrul Tirtha. The event was graced by Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, Mr
Debashis Sen and Director, East and Northeast India, British Council,
Dr Debanjan Chakraborti. An alliance agreement was signed by Hon’ble
Chairman on behalf of New Town Smart Library and Dr Chakraborti on
behalf of British Council, thus formally announcing the tie-up between New
Town Smart Library and British Council and the launch of the Resource
Centre.

The Alliance Agreement being signed between New Town Smart Library and British Council

With this alliance, a
“British
Council
Collection” corner has
been set up at the Smart
Library, featuring a rich
collection of books gifted
by the British Council.
Also, this alliance will
allow the New Town
Smart Library members
to have easy access to the
resources at the British
Council Library at a
Hon’ble Chairman with Dr Chakraborti at the Smart Library
discounted rate.

Snippets from the Smart Library Resource Centre launch event

Dr Debanjan Chakraborty, Director, East and Northeast India, British Council, exploring

the smart features at New Town Smart Library, along with Hon’ble Chairman

Commencement of Urban Cocoon project
New Town is coming up with an innovative Urban Cocoon project. An urban
cocoon or work cocoon is a work space having seating arrangement for
maximum 10-12 people, with work tables, wifi facilities, a small café shop and
a small library with a comfortable work environment.
The concept has been conceived, considering work from home becoming an
emerging trend of the present times, with nuclear family set-ups and working
parents. The trend is expected to become a “new normal” especially with
ongoing Covid 19 crisis. However, there are times, when working from home
could be challenging and one would need an office space, however with an
option to save on the travel time. A urban work cocoon is an answer to such
challenges, for it would allow people to have a feel of office but closer home,
thus saving commute time.
New Town’s first
urban
cocoon
project has been
commenced near
NKDA Office at 1
MAR, in Action
Area
I.
The
commencement of
the project was
celebrated on 6th
October 2020 at
the project site, in
the presence of
Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO,
NKDA,
and
NKGSCCL,
Mr
Debashis
Sen,
along with the
officials of HIDCO
and NKDA.

Hon’ble Chairman, along with the officials of HIDCO and NKDA, at the
project commencement ceremony for Urban Cocoon

Inauguration of the directional signage at Mangaldeep Subway
28 backlit directional signages have been put up inside the Mangaldeep
Subway at New Town’s Akanksha crossing, to ensure safety, security and easy
navigation and connectivity for the subway users. The subway has 4 vomitoria
– one towards Rajarhat, one towards Airport, the third towards Akankha
Housing, and the last towards New Town. Directional signages have been
placed at every vomitorium for easy navigation. The signages were officially
launched on 8th October 2020 by Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen, along with the officials of HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, by releasing balloons.

Hon’ble Chairman, along with the officials of HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, releasing balloons to
formally announce the launch of directional signage at Mangaldeep Subway

One of the backlit directional signage boards

Hon’ble Chairman, inspecting the signages

New Town Durgotsav Meeting
The New Town city authorities held a
Durgotasav meeting with the Puja
Committees and the Resident Welfare
Associations of New Town, in the
presence of the Inspecters-in-Charge of
the New Town, Techno City, and Eco Park
Police Stations on 8th October 2020, at
Biswa Bangla Convention Centre. The
meeting was chaired by Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL,
Mr Debashis Sen.
The meeting started with the introduction of NKDA’s initiative on ranking of
blocks and gated communities in New Town. Thereafter, government
guidelines on Durga Puja celebrations for this year were discussed, along with
the do’s and dont’s. The Police representatives briefed on the required
permissions to be taken for the Puja, along with the immersion protocols to be
followed. Finally, the meeting was rounded off with a question answer session,
addressing queries from the Puja Committees and RWAs.

Hon’ble Chairman, addressing the audience

Social distancing maintained in seating
arrangement at the venue

Strict social distancing was maintained in the seating arrangement, with a gap
of two empty seats between two people, in order to ensure every one’s safety
during the meeting.

Introducing Online “Pronami” through digital payment platform
As part of New Town’s initiatives to create a digital payments ecosystem in
the township, an innovative “online Pronami” system has been introduced in
by the city authorities. It will enable the Puja Committees to enroll on the
platform and generate a QR code for accepting online money transfers done
by the visitors as Pronami. New Town’s Animikha Puja Committee was the
first one to register themselves for generating a QR code for digital “Pronami”
transfer.

Animikha Puja Committee registering themselves for generating a QR code for digital “Pronami”
transfer.

Celebrating Swapno Bhor’s Birthday
On the occasion of the birthday of
Swapno Bhor and World Senior
Citizen Day, an open air musical
programme was organized at
Swapno Bhor park on 11th October
2020. At the event, Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and
NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen
felicitated the senior most citizens.
Hon’ble Chairman felicitating senior citizens

CII-IGBC Delegation visits HIDCO to present the Platinum Award
New Town has recently been conferred with the prestigious IGBC – Green
Cities Platinum rating, which make the New Town one of the only 5 cities in
the country to have received this honour. A delegation from CII and IGBC’s
Kolkata Chapter visited HIDCO Bhaban on 13th October 2020 to present the
Green City plaque and certificate to Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, Mr Debashis
Sen, in the presence of the officials of New Town authorities.

The delegation handing over the plaque to
Hon’ble Chairman

The delegation handing over the certificate to
Hon’ble Chairman

Coconut crushing ceremony to mark the commencement of SPV
Power Plant on top of Bagjola Canal
New Town plans to set up a 1000KW Solar Photovoltaic (SPV) Power Plant
on top of Bagjola Canal. The construction work for the installation of the
plant commenced on 14th October 2020.

To mark the commencement, a coconut crushing ceremony was organized
near the project site. The project was initiated with Hon’ble Chairman,
HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen crushing a coconut at the
ceremony, the presence of the officials of HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL.

Hon’ble Chairman crushing a coconut to mark
the commencement of work

The banner of the event

Some snippets from the coconut crushing ceremony

Inauguration of New Town’s first Smart Cycle Stand
New Town on 12th October 2020, unveiled its first Smart Cycle Stand close to
the pedestrian subway near Animikha Housing. Inaugurated by Hon’ble
Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr Debashis Sen, the cycle stand has
smart features such as 24X7 CCTV surveillance, LED displays for public
messaging, and mobile charging points. The smart cycle stand comes as a
great boost to New Town’s constant endeavour to promote green transport
and enhancing its cycling-friendly infrastructure.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the audience at
the inauguration

Hon’ble Chairman releasing balloons to
marking the opening of the Smart Cycle Stand

Hon’ble Chairman with the officials of New
Town city authorities

The Smart Cycle Stand

Inauguration of New Town’s Zero Waste Shop
New Town, in an innovative endeavour, has set up a Solid Waste Museum, to
encourage upcycling of wastes collected from across the township and
prevent waste materials from getting dumped in dumping grounds. The
facility will allow display and selling of products made of recycled waste. For
the initiative, New Town has partnered with an NGO that works with women
self-help groups, in order to upcycle the waste.
The Zero Waste Shop, located in Action Area I, was inaugurated on 15th
October 2020 by Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr
Debashis Sen. The chief guest the event was Ms Pauline Laravoire,
Sustainability Director at one of the educational institutes in New Town.
Balloons were released at the event to mark the inauguration of the Solid
Waste Museum.

Some snippets from the inauguration of the Solid Waste Museum

The guests checking out the upcycled items in
the Zero Waste Shop

The Zero Waste Shop of New Town

Inauguration of Open Gym in New Town
New Town, being a green smart city, encourages healthy living. Accordingly,
the city has come up with an open-air gym facility in its Eco Urban Village.
The facility was officially opened on 16th October 2020, with the
inauguration done by Hon’ble Chairman, HIDCO, NKDA, and NKGSCCL, Mr
Debashis Sen, by releasing balloons, in the presence of the officials of HIDCO,
NKDA, and NKGSCCL.

Hon’ble Chairman addressing the audience
at the Open Gym inauguration

Hon’ble Chairman releasing balloons, along
with the officials of New Town authorities

The equipment at the Open Gym.

Signages being put up at project sites in New Town
To help identify the exact project locations and also create public awareness
around what the project is all about, signages in the form of big hoardings
featuring the name and details of the project, are being put up at the project
sites in New Town.

Signage at New Town’s Neem Banani Project
site

Signage at New Town’s Smart Sensory Park
Project site

Inauguration of Musical Dancing Fountain at New Town Bus
Terminus
NKDA has set up a unique musical dancing fountain at New Town Bus
Terminus, near first rotary, to add to the vibrancy of the place. The fountain
was inaugurated by Hon’ble Chairman, NKDA, HIDCO, and NKGSCCL, Mr
Debashis Sen on 16th October 2020 at an inauguration ceremony held at New
Town Bus Terminus.

Few moments captured from the inauguration of the musical dancing fountain at New Town
Bus Terminus

Well managed Durga Puja Bisarjan at New Town
New Town’s Bisarjan Ghat is an NGT recognized model Bisarjan Ghat. A very
well-managed Bisarjan programme took place at New Town’s Bisarjan Ghat
this year, with adequate measures taken to keep the place tidy as well as to
ensure that the norms of the ‘new normal’ were adhered to.
The water body was cleaned immediately after every idol immersion,
followed by constant garbage disposal. Social distancing was strictly
maintained and the whole programme was very well managed by the New
Town city authorities. For efficient queue management of trucks carrying
idols, markings were made on the road so that spacing between the trucks
could be diligently maintained. Besides, the Bisarjan Ghat was completely
cleaned on the very next day of Bisarjan, which was noteworthy.

The idols being dropped into the water body
through a sloping ramp

Effective garbage disposal facility at
Bisarjan Ghat

The water being cleaned immediately after
immersion

A clean Bisarjan Ghat after the day of Bisarjan

Markings made on road for maintaining spaces between trucks

Efficient queue management during Bisarjan at New Town’s Bisarjan Ghat

